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November 23, 2016 

 

To:  Members of the Historical Commission 

 

From:  Charles Sullivan 

   

Re:  D-1413: Frank A. Kennedy coachmanôs house, 16 Kennedy Road 

 

An application to demolish the house at 16 Kennedy Road was received on November 9, 2016.  

The applicants, Jacob Farmer and Jenna Moskowitz, were notified of an initial determination of 

significance and a public hearing was scheduled for December 1.  

 

 
16 Kennedy Road, south and west elevations       CHC photo, 2016 
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16 Kennedy Road               City of Cambridge GIS 

 

 
16 Kennedy Road (center)         Cambridge GIS 
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Site 

 

The Frank A. Kennedy coachmanôs house is located at the north end of Kennedy Road, a dead-

end unaccepted public way off Brattle Street. Constructed about 1875, this 2½-story, single-

family dwelling is situated on a lot of 9,931 square feet in an A-1 residential district. This district 

allows single family dwellings with a 0.5 FAR, a 35-foot height limit, and a minimum density of 

6,000 square feet per dwelling unit.  

 

The Kennedy coachmanôs house sits at the center of an irregularly-shaped lot with maximum 

dimensions of approximately 150ô by 80ô. One corner of the house sits about 4ô from a property 

line. The assessed value for the land and buildings (Map 283/Parcel 83), according to the online 

Assessorôs database, was $2,099,100: $258,200 for the building, and the balance for the land. 

 

Condition 

 

The Kennedy coachmanôs house contains a gross floor area of about 2,820 square feet on two 

floors and an attic. The building appears to be in fair condition; the Assessing Department also 

rates it ñfair.ò The exterior is covered with vinyl siding. The house was renovated and the 

windows were replaced with insulated units in 1999. The roof could not be inspected, nor could 

the foundation. An interior inspection made in 2015 found unsafe staircases and several 

incomplete renovation projects. 

 

The applicant proposes to demolish the building and replace it with a 2½-story, single-family 

dwelling with the appearance of two conjoined gable-roofed houses. The structure would 

incorporate a garage and would have wood clapboards, awning windows, and a standing-seam 

metal roof. The proposed house would conform to zoning setback and height requirements.  

 

Description 

 

The Frank A. Kennedy coachmanôs house was constructed about 1875 in conjunction with the 

1861 Kennedy mansion at 48 Highland Street. It is a wood frame former stable and coachmanôs 

residence, 2½- stories high with a gable roof. The building originally measured fifty feet long 

and twenty feet wide, with ramps for access on the north and west elevations. A 7ô x 10ô addition 

was put up on the west elevation in 1999. 

 

The original configuration and use of the Kennedy coachmanôs house is unclear. Photos taken in 

1966 show a configuration probably similar to the original. At that time the building had wood 

clapboards, narrow corner boards, and a broad frieze board at the cornice that was typical of 

vernacular Italianate structures of the 1870s. Windows were a mixture of sizes with 2+2 and 6+6 

sash and shutters throughout. The west elevation appears to include a woodshed or similar 

utilitarian space. Sliding glass doors have been added to access a deck on the south elevation. 

The house at that time had pedestrian access from Appleton Street, and this elevation had 

regularly spaced windows. There are no early photos of the north façade. 

 

The current appearance of the house dates from 1999, when the windows were replaced and the 

clapboards covered with vinyl siding; a 7ô x 10ô addition accommodated a ñmother-in-law 

studioò. The original part of the building was renovated with new stairs and bathroom; two barn 

doors were removed and a new entrance was created.  
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16 Kennedy Road, south and west elevations      CHC photo, ca. 1966 

 

 
Appleton Street elevation, ca. 1966 

 


